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The unemployment rate in the European Union 
rose from 10.7% in April 1995 to 10.9% in April 
1996. The labour market situation shows a 
deterioration in more than half of the Union's 
regions. The most striking rises in the rates of 
unemployment (3-7 percentage points) were 
recorded in Cantabria (Spain), Dytiki 
Makedonia, Ipeiros (Greece) and Corse 
(France). On the other hand, notable decreases 
in the unemployment rates (2-6 percentage 
points) were recorded in Canarias and Ceuta y 
Melilla (Spain), Flevoland (Netherlands) and 
Highlands-Islands (United Kingdom). 
In one third of the European Union's regions the 
rate of unemployment stood above the 10.9% 
average. The top end of this list comprises 
regions of Italy (Campania, Calabria, Sicilia, 
Sardegna), France (Corse) and Spain (Asturias, 
Cantabria, Pais Vasco, Madrid, Comunidad 
Valenciana, Canarias and all of the Centro and 
Sur regions), where more than one fifth of the 
labour force is without a job. Foremost in the list 
is, once again, the Spanish region of Andalucía 
with a 32.4% of unemployment. As a contrast, 
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg stands on the 
other end with a rate of 3.2%. Remaining below 
the 5% mark are the regions of Oberbayern in 
the south of Germany, in the regions Notio 
Aigaio and Kriti (Greece), Trentino-Alto Adige in 
the north of Italy, Burgenland, Niederösterreich 
and the regions of Westösterreich in Austria, 
Aland in Finland, Centro in Portugal, and the 
region of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire in the United Kingdom. 
Within most Member States, unemployment 
rates in the hardest-hit regions are two to three 
times and more, as high as in the regions with 
the lowest percentage of jobless. Internal 
differences between regions are widest in 
Germany, where the new Länder show three to 
four times higher unemployment rates than 
some regions of the south, and in Italy, where 
the differences in the north and the south are as 
high as a factor of more than 7. The widest gaps 
between the best-off and the worst-off regions is 
found in Spain with 21.4 percentage points and 
in Italy with 22.1 percentage points. 
In more than half of the regions of the European 
Union, the female unemployment rates 
increased in the reference period, although in 
certain regions (amongst them the Spanish 
regions of Pais Vasco, Rioja, Aragon, 
Extremadura, Cataluna and Ceuta y Melilla) a 
notable decrease ¡n the female unemployment 
was observed. The level of female 
unemployment is still higher than the male, 
throughout the regions of the European Union, 
with the exception of Ireland, Finland, Sweden 
and the United Kingdom. Furthermore, in some 
regions of Spain and the south of Italy, over one 
third of the female working population are now 
without a job, while the Spanish regions of 
Extremadura and Andalucía suffer from a 
female unemployment rate in the vicinity of 
40%. 
The jobless rate among young people under 25 
has risen again in more than half of the regions. 
Rates of over 21.5% which is the European 
Union's average, are encountered in almost all 
of the regions of France, Italy, Finland and 
Sweden and in all of the regions of Spain. The 
situation is most serious in the south of Italy 
(with Campania suffering a 66.6% young 
unemployment rate), in the Spanish northern 
regions of Asturias and Cantabria and in Ceuta 
y Melilla, where, in April 1996, more than 50% of 
young people in the labour force were not in 
employment. 
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Unemployment rates - total 
April 1996 
NUTS 2 
EUR 15 = 10.9% 




METHOD USED FOR THE CALCULATION OF REGIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
The unemployment rates are obtained by dividing the estimated number of unemployed in April of 1995 
and 1996 by the corresponding figures of the working population. These data (numerator, denominator) 
are firstly estimated at national level and then are broken down by region. 
I. Estimation of unemployment for comparison between the Member States of the European 
Union 
1. Estimation basis: the Community Labour Force Survey (LFS) 
The LFS, carried out in spring (2nd quarter), provides for each Member State: 
the number of the unemployed, broken down by sex and age, i.e. males under 25, females under 
25, males aged 25 years and over and females aged 25 years and over, thus four categories in all 
the working population (or labour force), which is the total of the employed and the unemployed, 
broken down into the same four categories. 
The definition of unemployment used in the LFS corresponds to that of the International Labour Office 
(ILO) which was agreed upon by the 13th International Conference of Labour Statisticians. According to 
this definition, which can differ significantly from those used by national administrations, unemployed 
persons are those who, during the reference period of the interview, were aged 15 years or over, without 
work, available for work within the next two weeks and had used an active method of seeking work at 
some time during the previous four weeks. 
2. Updating of unemployment and working population 
The updating of the number of unemployed provided by the LFS is done according to the trend of the 
number of persons registered at unemployment offices. For Italy, Spain, Portugal and United Kingdom 
the figures are updated with the results of the quarterly national labour force survey in conjunction with 
data on the registered at unemployment offices. For Finland and Sweden the number of unemployed in 
the monthly labour force survey is used. The LFS results are not updated for Greece. 
The working population is calculated by adding the estimated unemployment figures to the employment 
data which are provided by the most recent LFS available. 
II. Regional breakdown of the number of unemployed and the working population 
The estimated unemployment data for April for each category and for each Member State, are 
subsequently régionalisée! on the basis of the number of persons registered at unemployment offices in 
April of the reference year. Exceptions stand: for Italy, Portugal and Greece where the regional 
unemployment structures are taken from the LFS, and: Spain, Netherlands where the national labour 
force surveys are used. 
The estimated working population data for April for each category and for each Member State, are 
subsequently regionalised according to the results of the latest available LFS. For Spain, Netherlands, 
Finland and Sweden, the national labour force surveys are used. 
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